SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 28 JUNE 2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin 
is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the bulletin 
mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


ICASA INVOICES AND WHAT TO DO 


RBN NODES IN NORTH AFRICA 


and 


BALLOON LAUNCHED BY POPULAR WEB SHOW HOST COMPLETES 
THIRD ROUND TRIP 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 


We start the bulletin this morning with news of three silent keys. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Frans Oeschger, ZS1FO 
went silent on Tuesday 14 January 2020. We extend our sincere condolences to 
his family and friends. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Reg Llewellyn, ZS5REG 
went silent on Sunday 14 June 2020 after he had battled with cancer. We extend 
our sincere condolences to his wife Estelle, family and friends. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Robert van der Vyver, 
ZS4AR/ZS6BTZ went silent on Saturday 20 June 2020. We extend our sincere 
condolences to his wife Dora, family and friends. 


PAUSE 


TWO CONTESTS NEXT WEEKEND 


The first leg of the SARL Newbie Party takes place from 08:00 to 20:00 UTC on 
Saturday 4 July 2020. It is a phone only contest on 20, 40 and 80 meters. The 
exchange and scoring depend on the length of time you have been an amateur. 
Log sheets in MS Excel format only, can be sent before Monday 13 July 2020 
to ZS3VdkK @webmail.co.za 


The ZS5 Sprint is on the air from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC Sunday 5 July 2020 with 
phone and CW activity on 40 meters. ZS5 stations will give an RS or RST 
report and the name or abbreviation of their town. All other stations will give 
an RS or RST report and their provincial or country abbreviation. Your logs 
can be sent by Monday 13 July 2020 to zs5contest@harc.org.za 


Read the rules in the 2020 Blue Book before the start of each contest. 


ICASA INVOICES AND WHAT TO DO 


“The ICASA license renewal phase is very important for the new online system 
to work and for protecting call signs issued to radio amateurs. The Authority 
extended the renewal date to 30 June 2020 and this is the process that we are 
busy with. The fact that a payment was made earlier in the year does not mean 
that the licence is renewed”, Dewald Kuhrau told the SARL. 


The new online system puts control over the licence in the licensee‘s hands. All 
amendments and/or renewals are done online by the licensee. For those radio 
amateurs who applied online for their licences, the process is extremely easy. If 
you are not yet registered on the system, then you need to register, create your 
legal entity and then press the renewal button on the ‘manage’ page. The system 
will then prompt you to indicate for how many years the licence must be renewed 
and an invoice will be rendered after submission. Thereafter you can pay online 
through your ‘Licence Manage Portal’ or upload the proof of payment if payment 


was made through another method. Renewal for the following year will then be 
an easy exercise. To access the portal, go to https://online.icasa.org.za/ 


If this process is not followed, radio amateurs not only stand a chance to get the 
licence canceled but more importantly lose their call signs. These call signs will 
then be available and assigned to other radio amateurs which can cause much 
unhappiness. 


Please do not call the SARL or any of the SARL officials as they cannot assist 
you. They do not have access to your ICASA account. The system is identity 
driven. If you are experiencing any problems, send an e-mail to dkuhrauQicasa. 
org.za. 


THE 2020 IARU HF CHAMPIONSHIPS 


The aim of the IARU HF Championships is to contact as many other amateurs 
around the world, especially IARU Member Society HQ stations, using the 160, 
80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 meter bands and using phone and CW. The Contest runs 
from 12:00 UTC on Saturday 11 July to 11:59 UTC on Sunday 12 July and 
both Single and Multi-operator stations may operate the entire 24-hour period. 
Team SARL is looking for operators for ZS95SARL on 11 and 12 July. Please 
contact Geoff, ZS6C at contest@sarl.org.za to book a band/mode time slot for 
the contest. You will find the rules at www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-championship 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


THE JULY RADIO ZS 


The July 2020 issue of Radio ZS will be available for download from Monday 29 
June. In this issue we tell you what is the IARU and what the org. Then we 
look at the mysterious weakening of the Earth’s magnetic field and intruders on 
the amateur frequencies. You can build a 9-to-1 UnUn Transformer and a one 
battery, five voltage system. In the Museum Piece, we look at Number Stations 
and we show you how to make QSL cards using MS Word. 


REVERSE BEACON NETWORK NODES TO BE ESTABLISH IN NORTH 
AFRICA 


The Yasme Foundation has announced a supporting grant to establish Reverse 
Beacon Network (RBN) nodes in Algeria, Tunisia and Libya. The project will be 
carried out by youth members of Amateurs Radio Algeriens and the Association 
des Radio Amateurs Tunisiens societies. Build-out of these nodes will increase 
RBN presence in Africa for both the amateur and scientific communities. The 


RBN is a network of global software-defined radio (SDR) receivers that monitors 
amateur radio bands and reports CW, RTTY and FTS8 signals to a central 
database. 


THE 2020 SARL HAMNET WINTER BLACKOUT EXERCISE 


The Blackout exercise will run from 10:00 UTC (12:00 CAT) on Saturday 29 
August to 10:00 UTC on Sunday 30 August 2020. Each team needs to register 
at www.eydeal.co.za/blackout. 


The exercise is being organised by the Z53 and ZS4 SARL HAMNET teams 
and the Exercise booklet can be downloaded from the web site. Get more 
information in the July Radio ZS. 


BALLOON LAUNCHED BY POPULAR WEB SHOW HOST COMPLETES 
THIRD ROUND TRIP 


A balloon launched on 20 May by “Amateur Radio Roundtable” web show 
host Tom Medlin, W5KUB and his team has begun its third circumnavigation 
of Earth. The balloon, at 13 106 — 13 716 metres, completed its second trip 
around the globe on 19 June. It crossed the Atlantic Ocean “in record time” at 
a speed of about 273 km/h, the balloon website reported this week. Identified 
as W5KUB-18, the balloon carries APRS and WSPR amateur radio payloads. 
By the morning of 25 June, it was above China, moving at more than 161 km/h. 


According to the balloon website, the mission and goal are to launch a high- 
altitude balloon for long-duration and multiple trips around the world. The 
balloon, an SBS-13, is capable of flying up to 13 716 metres. “It will be filled 
with hydrogen to obtain higher altitude,” the website explains. “It will be solar 
powered only, there are no batteries, so it will only transmit during daylight. 
We will receive tracking every 10 minutes via WSPR on 14,0971 MHz.” Tracking 
transmissions will be turned off over the UK, Yemen and North Korea due to 
regulations. The tracking transmitter runs just 10 mW, but it’s being heard as 
far away as 14 484 kilometres, Medlin told the ARRL. “The entire tracker with 
GPS and processor is only 2 grams,” Medlin said. “That’s about the weight of 
a penny. The entire payload is only 15 grams total.” The current effort is the 
group’s ninth attempt to circumnavigate the globe. 


Medlin says the balloon project has broadened his horizons. “You have to do a 
lot of specific engineering and measurements down to the 0,1 gram to fly one,” 
he told the ARRL. “You also become a weatherman, watching all the NOAA 
websites, winds at different altitudes, storms, etc. Storms will bring you down,” 
Medlin said. With the float altitude set at 13 411 metres, he expects to fly 
above most storms. “You also become very well-versed in geography as it flies,” 
he added. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to remain 
at low levels. There are currently no sunspot regions visible. If you want to 
do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for 
the week will be around one. The 20 to 30 m bands will, especially around 
sunrise and sunset, provide some DX fun. For more information, please visit 
the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 


Finally, a Diary of some upcoming events: 


30 June — World Asteroid Day 

4 July — The SARL Newbie Party 

5 July — The ZS5 Sprint 

11 July — The RaDAR Challenge 

11 and 12 July — The IARU HF Championships 
15 July — The SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint 


To conclude our bulletin, a quick overview of our key news item: 


The first leg of the SARL Newbie Party takes place from 08:00 to 20:00 UTC 
on Saturday 4 July 2020. It is a phone only contest on 20, 40 and 80 metres. 
The ZS5 Sprint is on the air from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC Sunday 5 July 2020 with 
phone and CW activity on 40 metres. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 Central African Time. The program can be 
heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side- 
band. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings 


at 19:30 Central African Time on 3 620 kHz. We welcome your signal reports, 
comments and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


